Visiting children with cancer: the parental experience of the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, 1995-2005.
This chapter examines the unique role of parental visitors of children with cancer at the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, 1995 to 2005. Using oral interviews with parents, medical and psychosocial staff, the study explores the experiences of parents while in hospital with their children and the social, emotional, financial and family issues they confronted during these admissions. Parents in their stories identified the various roles they assumed as their children experienced illness, treatment, side effects and psychosocial issues. The study also questions the relative importance of family dynamics, race, and socio-economic status as these related to parents' roles and perceptions.